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again to put up his ugly appearance. As I have often stated in
these pages what strikes me down is not the sight of blood under
every conceivable circumstance. It is blood spilt by the non-co-
operator or his supporters in breach of his declared pledge which para-
lyses me, as I know it ought to paralyse every honest non-co-operator.
Therefore, to revert to the original argument, as civil resisters
we are bound to guard against universal indiscipline. Jail disci-
pline must be submitted to until jail Government itself becomes
or is felt to be corrupt and immoral. But deprivation of comfort,
imposition of restriction and such other inconveniences do not
make jail Government corrupt. It becomes that when prisoners
are humiliated or treated with inhumanity as when they are kept
in filthy dens or are given food unfit for human consumption. In-
deed, I hope that the conduct of non-co-operators in the jail will
be strictly correct, dignified and yet submissive. We must not re-
gard jailers and warders as our enemies but as fellow human
beings not utterly devoid of the human touch. Our gentlemanly
behaviour is bound to disarm all suspicion or bitterness. I know
that this path of discipline on the one hand and fierce defiance
on the other is a very difficult path, but there is no royal road to
swaraj. The country has deliberately chosen the narrow and the
straight path. Like a straight line it is the shortest distance. But
even as you require a steady and experienced hand to draw a
straight line, so are steadiness of discipline and firmness of purpose
absolutely necessary if we are to walk along the chosen path with
an unerring step.
I am painfully conscious of the fact that it is not going to be
a bed of roses for any of the civil resisters, And my head reels and
the heart throbs when I recall the lives of Motilal Nehru and C. R.
Das in their palatial rooms surrounded by numerous willing
attendants and by every comfort and convenience that money can
buy and when I think of what is in store for them inside the cold
unattractive prison walls where they will have to listen to the
clanking of the prisoner's chains in the place of the sweet music of
their drawing-rooms. But I steel my heart with the thought that it
is the sacrifice of just such heroes that will usher in swaraj. The
noblest of South Africans, Canadians, Englishmen, Frenchmen,
Germans have had to undergo much greater sacrifices than we have
mapped out for ourselves.
AGHA SAHEB SAFDAR
No telegram but a letter has been just received that the Agha
Saheb was arrested at Sialkot on the 10th instant whilst he was on